SPECIAL?

Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God.
Years ago, I was listening to someone teaching from the Book of Acts concerning the ministry of the apostle Paul. He mentioned several times that Paul was special. The way he said it indicated that Paul was special in the sense that he received a place in God that was not available for anyone else. 

I’ve noticed that many Christians feel that the Early Church was special, too, that the Church today should not expect to minister and walk with God in the same way. They indicate that the beginning of the Church Age was a special time, and God doesn’t function through His people in the same way now.

I agree that Paul was special, but only in the sense that he took advantage of the provisions made available by God for every individual. For example, Jesus Christ shedding His blood on the cross made available the forgiveness of sins and salvation to all. However, all have not taken advantage of the provision made by the Lamb of God. Only those who have responded with repentance and have received Christ as Savior have appropriated His provision unto salvation.

Jesus Christ also opened the door for us to walk with God, to really know Him and to live in His presence. What Paul walked in, as far as his relationship with the Lord is concerned, is available for all Christians. That doesn’t mean that we can all be apostles, for each person has his own particular function in the Body of Christ. But all of us can have the same close relationship with God. God did not open the door for Paul and then close it to others.

The same is true for the Church. God did not make special provisions for the Early Church and then close the door to later generations. Everything the Early Church walked in is also available for the Church today. If we’re not moving in and experiencing what the Early Church had, then we only have ourselves to blame. Our salvation is expandable, so there is always room for increase. As individuals, and as the Church, we should always be progressing in God.

There are no valid limitations to moving in God. Limitations are fabrications imposed on Christians by “the Lie” (John 8:44). Why should we believe that we are limited to something less than what the Word proclaims? Jesus wants us to have abundant life. I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. John 10:10. Paul said that God gave ministries to the Church to bring it into the fullness of Christ. And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the Body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13. In the previous chapter Paul said that we are to be filled with the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:19). There is no limit to how far we can go in God. Yet Christians who have experienced so little assume to have the abundant life.

Denominations have their limitations, but they are imposed by man not by God. They have their “statements of faith” that says, “This is how far we will go and no further.” Why would anyone want less than what God wants to give? Most Christians today are like the Israelites at Mount Sinai. When God manifested Himself on the Mount, they said to Moses, You speak with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die…And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was. Exodus 20:19,21. Every one of those Israelites should have charged up that mountain to the presence of God, a stampede that couldn’t be checked. But they didn’t want to die. However, it wasn’t physical death they were afraid of. They didn’t want their self-life to die. And that is the way it is for many Christians. They don’t want to give up their idols, their self-life, the things of the world that mean more to them than a closer walk with God, so they accept Jesus as Savior, and then go on doing their own thing.

I heard a Presbyterian say that we can only try to do the best we can, but we can’t change until we get to heaven. That certainly isn’t Biblical. Paul said that by exposing ourselves to the Spirit of the Lord we are changed into the same image from glory to glory (II Corinthians 3:16-18). 

A Southern Baptist pastor said that he would never lift his hands when he worshiped the Lord, because that is something Pentecostals and Charismatics do, and he refuses to look like one of them. Yet the Word of God says to “pray lifting up holy hands” (I Timothy 2:8). And in Psalm 134:2, “Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord.” He is rejecting the Word of the Lord because of a group of Christians he doesn’t like. He feels the same way about speaking in tongues, a gift of the Holy Spirit. Now the fact that some Pentecostals and Charismatics have misused and abused the gift of tongues cannot be argued. Anyone who has received a gift of the Holy Spirit is responsible for that gift. They are stewards of that which God has given them. If they have not used the gift or have misused it or abused it in some way, they will have to answer to God. But if we refuse the gifts of the Spirit because someone else misused them, we have a greater problem. Just because someone else was not a good steward is not a legitimate reason for rejecting the grace of God. Regardless of how many others misuse or abuse the gifts of God, I have no intention of rejecting any of them. What arrogance to reject God in this way!

It is disturbing how many church organizations have doctrines and teachings that limit people from growing in God. Some of them are anti-Scriptural and anti-Christ. The very idea that any of the saints of the Early Church were given special advantages that aren’t available for any Christian is absurd and anti-Scriptural. The apostle Peter said, “Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that fears Him, and works righteousness, is accepted with Him” (Acts 10:34-35).

Anything that limits your spiritual growth in the Lord should be eliminated. Any teaching that puts the promises of God in the future so you cannot experience them now are not of God, and if they are not of God, you know where they came from. For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God. II Corinthians 1:20. 

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these you might be partakers of the divine nature. II Peter 1:4. What does that mean? It means exactly what it says! It means that God has given us precious promises, so that we can become as He is, that we can partake of His nature. False teachers will say that verse of Scripture is true, but that you can only partake of the Lord’s divine nature after you get to heaven. Listen! Satan doesn’t care how many people become Christians as long as he can cause them to reject the Word as a present truth.

The church world has become so passive and lethargic. It is steeped in unbelief. But we don’t have to be conditioned by the religious world. The Lord has made a way for us to walk with Him and experience His fullness. An apathetic religious world is only confirmation that there is a remnant moving on in God. There are false apostles and false prophets out there, too, but that only confirms that God has raised up true apostles and prophets. It is impossible to have the false without also having the true.

Matthew 7:13 Enter at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat.
Most of Christianity takes the path of least resistance. A little salvation is enough.

Matthew 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads to life, and few there be that find it.
This is the way of God’s remnant. They will experience the fullness of God, not because they are special, but because they take advantage of God’s provisions. They choose to believe in the abundant life for now. 
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